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J'ai recemment achete un graveur de DVD Plextor PX-716A. c'est un tres bon graveur, qui possede notamment des fonctions interessantes, comme le test de qualite du media grave: les erreurs PIE/PIF mais aussi la qualite des pics de gravure (TA test).

Le seul hic: leur logiciel Plextools ne fonctionne qu'avec Windows.

J'ai contacte Alexander Noe, createur de PxScan/PxView, un programme sous Windows permettant de faire les tests sur les DVDs. Il a gentiment partage son code avec moi. Je l'ai persuade de le mettre sous GPL, il a accepte, et j'ai porte le code sous Linux:

http://club.cdfreaks.com/showthread.php?t=127340(...)



On a decide alors de deposer le projet sur Sourceforge, et il a ete accepte. Mais quelques haures a peine apres ouverture du compte, j'ai recu un message des administrateurs, disant qu'ils ont recu une plainte:



Un certain takeshima ecrit:



Administrative issue

One of your members is starting a new project, called

PXscan, PXview or PXTool Linux.

This contains unauthorised usage of Plextor-owned

intellectual property and should be refused.

If accepted, we will take legal steps.




sans aucune signature... Je ne sais meme pas qui est cette personne, et qui elle represente. Plextor Japon ? Alors que Plextor Europe promeut sur son site des utilitaires tiers pour Linux (speed change, cdrecord, xcd-roast...), OS/2, Amiga et MacOS (MacPlexTools)... D'autre part je n'ai jamais parle de "PXTool Linux" dans mon summary.



Voila ma reponse aux administrateurs:



Dear Sir,



PxScan is a project to offer Plextor customers the

possibility to use the advanced features of their DVD writer

(such as Media quality check) under other OSes, especially

Linux. Please note that Plextor provides only their tools

for the Windows OS series. Plextor has already a great

reputation as a great quality drive maker and would

reinforce this reputation towards the non-Windows users.

Note that Plextor itself already promotes Linux software on

his website:

http://www.plextor.be/technicalservices/technology/linux.asp?choi(...)

ce=Linux%20support

such as a speed change and several writing programs. There

are also programs for other OSes, such as OS/2, Amiga and

MacOS (MacPlexTools).



In no case we use intellectual property from Plextor. We

just send SCSI commands to the drive, and display the

retrieved data. These commands and these data are not

crypted, and the drives respect the mmc3 standard of SCSI

burners for all other functions.

Also, the special functions of the drives, such as PoweRec,

VariRec, GigaRec are already implemented in other free

softwares, such as cdrecord, which is recommended on the

Plextor website.

Note also that I am located in Europe, and there all kind of

engineering to promote interoperability is perfectly legal.



We would like to know who our interlocutor is, and possibly

get some contacts with Plextor Europe technical and legal

team and hope to achieve a kind agreement with them.



Best regards.




Voila. Maintenant, que me conseillez-vous ? J'attends la reaction d'Alexander, car malheureusement, son projet pourrait etre menace egalement (et ca me met mal a l'aise par rapport a lui). Ma premiere idee serait de contacter Plextor Europe et de voir avec eux. Mais tous les conseils seront chaleureusement acceptes. Pour l'instant, j'ai retire mon programme de mon site.
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