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Vu sur /. : les membres du W3C viennent d'approuver le "W3C Patent Policy", document indiquant les exigences du consortium vis à vis des brevets logiciels liés à des technologies web.





En très bref:


- les brevets ne sont pas interdits


- mais ils sont obligatoirement sans royalties !





En effet, afin de participer à un groupe de travail sur les standards w3c, les membres devront s'engager à n'y inclure aucune de leurs techno amenant à des paiements de royalties...
NdM : Dans les notes du president :


[...]


The Policy affirms and strengthens the basic business model that has driven innovation on the Web from its inception. The availability of an interoperable, unencumbered Web infrastructure provides an expanding foundation for innovative applications, profitable commerce, and the free flow of information and ideas on a commercial and non-commercial basis.


[...]


No single group -- patent holders, open source developers or users -- got everything it wanted. But the Working Group believes it has found a common, workable path that will encourage the widespread adoption of W3C standards across a wide range of business models, from proprietary to open source.


[...]





Le document « W3C Patent Policy » est structuré comme suit :





This patent policy describes:





   1. licensing goals for W3C Recommendations


   2. licensing obligations that Working Group participants will undertake as a condition of Working Group participation, along with means of excluding specific patents from those obligations


   3. the definition of a W3C Royalty-Free license


   4. disclosure rules for W3C Members


   5. an exception handling process for situations in which the Royalty-Free status of a specification comes under question


   6. definition of Essential Claims
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