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Le kernel hacker Con Kolivas a donné une longue interview et il s'explique sur les raisons de son abandon du développement du noyau Linux.



Je vous invite à lire cette très intéressante interview ici :



Introduction : http://apcmag.com/node/6735/

Première partie : http://apcmag.com/6759/interview_with_con_kolivas_part_1_com(...)

Seconde partie : http://apcmag.com/6762/interview_with_con_kolivas_part_2_his(...)



Alors si on essaye de résumer un peu son récit (citations extraites pour donner le ton du récit...merci de lire l'intégralité de l'interview et de ne pas m'insulter en m'accusant de sortir les phrases de leur contexte).

 

1) Tout d'abord il fait le constat que le développement de Linux se focalise sur le marché des serveurs et que le desktop est sacrifié (car les devs son payés par des boites qui se fichent du marché desktop) :



- We were shaping an operating system never designed for the desktop and it was going to hurt... a lot



- The developers were all developing for something that wasn't the desktop. They had all been employed by big name manufacturers who couldn't care less about the desktop



- Performance, as home desktop users understand performance, was gone.



2) Con décide donc de remédier à cette situation déplorable et d'écrire du code qui va améliorer les performances pour le desktop :



- I started writing some code which helped... a lot.



- the fact that my website has close to 1 million hits suggests there are people who agree (my code) makes a difference.



3) Mais les autres développeurs n'incorporent pas son code en mainline car ils se fichent complètement des performances desktop (difficiles à quantifier). Ils refusent d'accepter ses améliorations et la santé de Con s'en ressent :



- I would be sleep deprived, and it had the possibility to impact on my work and family life.



- I posted a pluggable CPU scheduler framework (and) it was flat out refused by both Linus and Ingo



- (swap prefetch) was merged into the -mm kernel 18 months ago and I've been supporting it since. Andrew to this day remains unconvinced it helps and that it 'might' have negative consequences elsewhere.



- The Staircase Deadline CPU scheduler (...) hit an impasse. One very vocal user found that the unfair behaviour in the mainline scheduler was something he came to expect.



- A disc prolapse in my neck basically meant I need to lie flat on my back for about 6 weeks. Yes, kernel development did contribute to this problem.



- one day presumably Ingo decided it was a good idea and the way forward and... wrote his own fair scheduling interactive design( ...) and had help with the code from the person who refused to accept fair behaviour in my flamewar.



4) Con tire de son récit une morale qui est que les kernels hackers se foutent des utilisateurs et prennent plaisir à les rembarrer sur la LKML :



- If there is any one big problem with kernel development and Linux it is the complete disconnection of the development process from normal users.



- There is no friendly way to communicate normal users' issues that are kernel related.



- Most people are absolutely terrified of mailing the list (...) they get flamed for their inexperience



5) Quand on lui demande s'il va continuer à coder :



- just looking at any code gives me a bad taste in the mouth





En conclusion : Comme nous ne sommes pas encore vendredi je me garderai bien de tirer une quelconque conclusion et de prononcer le mot de paranoïa.
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